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At the time of transfer of a strip-shaped rubber member (15)
onto a belt conveyor (12) by a transfer unit, support members
(61), each of which is provided on one width-direction side of
a corresponding belt (51) and is projectable from a conveying
surface of the belt (51), are lifted by a lifting/lowering unit
(71) to project from the conveying surface ofthe belts (51), so
that the strip-shaped rubber member (15) is raised from the
conveying surface of the belts (51). Therefore, the strip-
shaped rubber member (15) is not in sliding contact with the
conveying surface of the belts (51) at the time of transfer. As
aresult, a situation whereby the belts (51) are dragged by the
strip-shaped rubber member (15) so that one width-direction

(2013.01); edge portion thereof is turned up can be prevented.
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1
METHOD AND DEVICE FOR TRANSFER
CUTTING STRIP-SHAPED RUBBER
MEMBER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Stage of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/JP2012/002955, filed on May 1, 2012, which
claims priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-
102896, filed on May 2, 2011, the contents of all of which are
incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a method and device for
transfer cutting a strip-shaped rubber member that transfer a
strip-shaped rubber member onto a belt conveyor, the strip-
shaped rubber member being at an inclination with respect to
the belt conveyor, and then cut the strip-shaped rubber mem-
ber along the belt conveyor so as to cut off sheet pieces one
after another.

BACKGROUND ART

An example of a conventional method and device for trans-
fer cutting a strip-shaped rubber member is disclosed in JP11-
221860A (PTL 1).

The device disclosed in PTL 1 is provided with a belt
conveyor having a belt that can run in the longitudinal direc-
tion; a transfer unit that, while holding a tip portion of a
strip-shaped rubber member inclined with respect to the belt
conveyor, moves the strip-shaped rubber member in the lon-
gitudinal direction thereof so as to transfer the strip-shaped
rubber member onto the belt conveyor; and a cutting unit that
cuts a sheet piece off of the strip-shaped rubber member by, at
one width-direction edge of the belt conveyor, cutting the
strip-shaped rubber member on the belt conveyor in the lon-
gitudinal direction of the belt conveyor, the cut-off sheet piece
being transported in the longitudinal direction of the belt
conveyor by running of the belt.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature
PTL 1: JP11-221860A

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

In such a conventional method and device for transfer
cutting a strip-shaped rubber member, when the transfer unit
transfers the strip-shaped rubber member onto the belt con-
veyor while holding a tip portion thereof, the tip portion of the
strip-shaped rubber member is slightly raised by the transfer
unit and thus is not in sliding contact with the conveying
surface of the belt. Due to its own weight, however, the
portion of the strip-shaped rubber member after the tip por-
tion slides against the conveying surface of the belt with a
certain pressure. As a result, at the time of transfer of the
strip-shaped rubber member, the belt is dragged by the strip-
shaped rubber member so that a width-direction edge portion
thereof is turned up, leading to problems such as defective
cutting and defective transport of the strip-shaped rubber
member. As the width of the strip-shaped rubber member
increases, such problems become more salient.
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It is an object of the present invention to provide a method
and device for transfer cutting a strip-shaped rubber member
that, at the time of transfer of the strip-shaped rubber member
onto a belt conveyor, can reliably prevent the belt from being
turned up.

A method, according to the present invention, for transfer
cutting a strip-shaped rubber member includes the steps of
transferring the strip-shaped rubber member onto a belt con-
veyor by a transfer unit moving the strip-shaped rubber mem-
ber in a longitudinal direction of the strip-shaped rubber
member while holding a tip portion thereof, the strip-shaped
rubber member being at an inclination with respect to the belt
conveyor, the belt conveyor including a belt running in a
longitudinal direction of the belt conveyor; cutting off a sheet
piece from the strip-shaped rubber member by a cutting unit
cutting the strip-shaped rubber member on the belt conveyor
in the longitudinal direction of the belt conveyor at one width-
direction side of the belt conveyor, yielding a cut-off sheet
piece; and transporting, by the belt conveyor, the cut-off sheet
piece in the longitudinal direction of the belt conveyor. At a
time of transfer of the strip-shaped rubber member by the
transfer unit, a support member is lifted by a lifting/lowering
unit to project from a conveying surface of the belt, the sup-
port member being provided at one width-direction side of the
belt and being projectable from the conveying surface of the
belt, so that the strip-shaped rubber member is raised from the
conveying surface of the belt.

A device, according to the present invention, for transfer
cutting a strip-shaped rubber member includes a belt con-
veyor including a belt running in a longitudinal direction of
the belt conveyor; a transfer unit configured to transfer the
strip-shaped rubber member onto the belt conveyor by mov-
ing the strip-shaped rubber member in a longitudinal direc-
tion of the strip-shaped rubber member while holding a tip
portion thereof, the strip-shaped rubber member being at an
inclination with respect to the belt conveyor; and a cutting
unit configured to cut off a sheet piece from the strip-shaped
rubber member by cutting the strip-shaped rubber member on
the belt conveyor in the longitudinal direction of the belt
conveyor at one width-direction side of the belt conveyor,
yielding a cut-off sheet piece. The belt conveyor transports
the cut-off sheet piece in the longitudinal direction of the belt
conveyor. A support member, at one width-direction side of
the belt, projectable from a conveying surface of the belt, is
provided along with a lifting/lowering unit configured to lift
and lower the support member. At a time of transfer of the
strip-shaped rubber member by the transfer unit, the support
member is lifted by the lifting/lowering unit to project from
the conveying surface of the belt, so that the strip-shaped
rubber member is raised from the conveying surface of the
belt.

In the device, according to the present invention, for trans-
fer cutting a strip-shaped rubber member, the lifting/lowering
unit preferably includes a plurality of eccentric cams that, by
rotating synchronously, cause the support member to trans-
late vertically, and a movement mechanism that causes the
eccentric cams to rotate synchronously.

In the device, according to the present invention, for trans-
fer cutting a strip-shaped rubber member, the movement
mechanism preferably includes a carrier that, by running,
causes the eccentric cams to rotate synchronously, and a
cylinder that applies a driving force for running to the carrier.

In the device, according to the present invention, for trans-
fer cutting a strip-shaped rubber member, the belt conveyor
preferably includes a plurality of belts running synchronously
in parallel, and the support member is preferably provided at
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one width-direction side of each of the belts positioned at
least at one width-direction side portion of the belt conveyor.

In the device, according to the present invention, for trans-
fer cutting a strip-shaped rubber member, the strip-shaped
rubber member preferably includes a plurality of reinforcing
cords extending in the longitudinal direction of the strip-
shaped rubber member and a coating rubber covering the
reinforcing cords, and an inclination angle of the strip-shaped
rubber member with respect to the belt conveyor is preferably
changeable within a range of 15° to 90°.

In the present invention, at the time of transfer of the
strip-shaped rubber member onto the belt conveyor by the
transfer unit, the support member is lifted by the lifting/
lowering unit to project from the conveying surface of the
belt, the support member being provided at one width-direc-
tion side of the belt and being projectable from the conveying
surface of the belt, so that the strip-shaped rubber member is
raised from the conveying surface of the belt. Therefore, the
strip-shaped rubber member is not in sliding contact with the
conveying surface of the belt at the time of transfer. As a
result, a situation whereby the belt is dragged by the strip-
shaped rubber member so that one width-direction edge por-
tion thereof is turned up can be prevented, thus easily and
reliably preventing defective cutting and defective transport
of the strip-shaped rubber member.

The lifting/lowering unit that lifts and lowers the support
member can be manufactured inexpensively and with a
simple structure by forming the lifting/lowering unit from the
plurality of eccentric cams that, by rotating synchronously,
cause the support member to translate vertically, and from the
movement mechanism that causes the eccentric cams to rotate
synchronously, and in particular by forming the movement
mechanism from the carrier that, by running, causes the
eccentric cams to rotate synchronously, and from the cylinder
that applies a driving force for running to the carrier.

Furthermore, when the belt conveyor includes the plurality
of belts running synchronously in parallel, and the support
member is provided at one width-direction side of each of the
belts positioned at least at one width-direction side portion of
the belt conveyor, the belts positioned at one width-direction
side of the belt conveyor easily turn up. Therefore, providing
the support member at one width-direction side of each of
these belts reliably prevents the belts from turning up.

When the strip-shaped rubber member includes the plural-
ity of reinforcing cords extending in the longitudinal direc-
tion of the strip-shaped rubber member and the coating rubber
covering the reinforcing cords, and the inclination angle of
the strip-shaped rubber member with respect to the belt con-
veyor is changeable within a range of 15° to 90°, then the
cutoff sheet piece can be used for formation of both a belt
layer and a carcass layer for a pneumatic tire, thereby pro-
moting dual use of the device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The present invention will be further described below with
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a plan view schematically illustrating Embodi-
ment 1 of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a plan view of a transfer unit;

FIG. 3 is a view along arrows I-1 in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a partially cutaway plan view of a belt conveyor;
and

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view along arrows II-1I in FIG.
4.
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4
DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following describes Embodiment 1 of the present
invention based on the drawings.

In FIG. 1, reference number 11 indicates a transfer cutting
device. The transfer cutting device 11 includes a horizontal
belt conveyor 12 extending in the front-back direction. The
belt conveyor 12 can transport material in the longitudinal
direction thereof, forwards in this example, by receiving driv-
ing power from a non-illustrated drive source. Reference
number 13 indicates a horizontal, flat-plate auxiliary stand
provided at a rear end portion of the belt conveyor 12, near
one width-direction side (the left side) of the belt conveyor
12. The auxiliary stand 13 has the shape of a 4 circle spread-
ing towards the back left. Reference number 14 indicates a
feed conveyor extending linearly and inclined at a predeter-
mined inclination angle A with respect to the belt conveyor
12. The feed conveyor 14 can transport a strip-shaped rubber
member 15, inclined at the same inclination angle A with
respect to the belt conveyor 12 by extending in parallel to the
feed conveyor 14, towards the belt conveyor 12 while sup-
porting the strip-shaped rubber member 15 from below.

The strip-shaped rubber member 15 is configured with a
plurality of reinforcing cords 17 and coating rubber 16 that
covers the reinforcing cords 17. The reinforcing cords 17 are
formed from organic fiber, steel, or the like, in this case steel
cords, and extend in the longitudinal direction. The tip of the
feed conveyor 14 is placed near the arc-like outer periphery of
the auxiliary stand 13 and can swivel (oscillate) centering on
the center of curvature of the outer periphery of the auxiliary
stand 13. Reference number 18 indicates a cutting unit placed
at one width-direction side of the belt conveyor 12, more
specifically near the border between the belt conveyor 12 and
the auxiliary stand 13. The cutting unit 18 includes an anvil 19
extending in the longitudinal direction of the belt conveyor
12, i.e. in the front-back direction, and a disc-shaped cutter 20
that moves along the anvil 19 while rotating.

After the strip-shaped rubber member 15 is transferred a
predetermined distance on the belt conveyor 12 as described
below, the cutting unit 18 operates, and the cutter 20 moves
along the anvil 19, so that the strip-shaped rubber member 15
is cut in the longitudinal direction of the belt conveyor 12 at
one width-direction side of the belt conveyor 12 (a direction
at an inclination with respect to the width direction of the
strip-shaped rubber member 15). A sheet piece 21, in the
shape of a parallelogram (including a rectangle) with a front
edge 214 and back edge 2154 parallel to the feed conveyor 14,
and a left edge 21c¢ and right edge 21d parallel to the belt
conveyor 12, is thus cut from the strip-shaped rubber member
15. Note that in the present embodiment, the cutting unit 18 is
configured with the anvil 19 and the disc-shaped cutter 20, yet
in the present invention, the cutting unit may be configured
with an anvil and a guillotine-type cutter. As long as the
strip-shaped rubber member 15 on the belt conveyor 12 can be
cut in the longitudinal direction of the belt conveyor 12 at one
width-direction side of the belt conveyor 12 so that the sheet
piece 21 is cut from the strip-shaped rubber member 15, any
configuration is acceptable.

When the sheet piece 21 is cut from the strip-shaped rubber
member 15 by the cutting unit 18 as described above, a sheet
piece 21 that has already been cut off is on the belt conveyor
12. The front edge 21a of the newly cut sheet piece 21 and the
back edge 215 of the sheet piece 21 cut immediately before
are inclined in the same direction at the same angle and abut
against each other. Subsequently, when the belt conveyor 12
operates and the sheet piece 21 is transported forward, the
back edge 215 of the sheet piece 21 located towards the front
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and the front edge 21a of the next sheet piece 21 located
towards the back are joined together repeatedly by a non-
illustrated joining unit or by hand so as to form an elongated,
strip-shaped ply.

As described above, the feed conveyor 14 can swivel cen-
tering on the center of curvature of the outer periphery of the
auxiliary stand 13, and the swiveling of the feed conveyor 14
can change the inclination angle A of the strip-shaped rubber
member 15 with respect to the belt conveyor 12 in a range
from 15° to 90°. When the inclination angle A is between 15°
and 30°, the strip-shaped ply that is formed is used as a belt
layer in a pneumatic tire, whereas when the inclination angle
A is 90°, the strip-shaped ply that is formed is used as a
carcass layer in a pneumatic tire. When the strip-shaped rub-
ber member 15 is thus formed from the plurality of reinforc-
ing cords 17 and the coating rubber 16 that covers the rein-
forcing cords 17, allowing the inclination angle A of the
strip-shaped rubber member 15 with respect to the belt con-
veyor 12 to change within a range from 15° to 90° allows for
formation of both a belt layer and a carcass layer for a pneu-
matic tire using the cut sheet pieces 21, thereby promoting
dual use of the device.

InFIGS. 1, 2, and 3, reference number 24 indicates a frame
placed so as to straddle the belt conveyor 12. A pair of guide
rails 25 extending along the belt conveyor 12 is laid at the left
and right edges of the top face of the frame 24. A horizontal
slide plate 26 extending to the left and right is slidably sup-
ported by the guide rails 25. Reference number 27 indicates a
screw shaft rotatably supported by front-back edges of the
frame 24. The screw shaft 27 extends in the longitudinal
direction (front-back direction) of the belt conveyor 12 and is
screwed into a screw block 28 fixed to a central portion of the
slide plate 26. Reference number 29 indicates a servomotor
fixed to a rear end portion of the frame 24. The screw shaft 27
is connected to an output shaft of the servomotor 29. As a
result, when the servomotor 29 operates and the screw shaft
27 rotates, the slide plate 26 moves in the longitudinal direc-
tion of the belt conveyor 12, i.e. the front-back direction,
while being guided by the guide rails 25.

The slide plate 26 is supported by a pair of horizontal guide
rods 32 extending in the width direction of the belt conveyor
12. These guide rods 32 are slidably inserted into a movable
body 33. A screw shaft 34 extending parallel to the guide rods
32 is rotatably supported by the slide plate 26 between the
guide rods 32. The screw shaft 34 is screwed into the movable
body 33. Reference number 35 indicates a servomotor fixed to
the right end of the slide plate 26. The screw shaft 34 is
connected to an output shaft of the servomotor 35. As a result,
when the servomotor 35 operates and the screw shaft 34
rotates, the movable body 33 moves in a direction perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal direction of the belt conveyor 12,
i.e. in the horizontal direction, while being guided by the
guide rods 32.

A bracket 37 extending downwards is fixed at the bottom
face of the movable body 33. The length-direction central
portion of a nearly horizontal swinging plate 38 extending in
the longitudinal direction (front-back direction) of the belt
conveyor 12 is connected to a lower edge portion of the
bracket 37. A plurality of magnets 39 serving as a holding
member are attached to a width-direction edge portion (left
edge portion) of the swinging plate 38 separated equidistantly
in the front-back direction. These magnets 39 hold the tip
portion of the strip-shaped rubber member 15 from above by
attaching to the reinforcing cords 17 (steel cords) in the strip-
shaped rubber member 15. Note that the tip portion of the
strip-shaped rubber member 15 may be held by attachment by
an electromagnet or attachment by a suction pad connected to
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6

a vacuum source, or may be held by being sandwiched from
above and below by a claw that opens and closes.

Reference number 41 indicates a cylinder extending verti-
cally, a head-side thereof being connected to the movable
body 33. A tip of a piston rod 42 in the cylinder 41 is con-
nected to the other width-direction edge portion (right edge
portion) of the swinging plate 38. As a result, when the cyl-
inder 41 operates and the piston rod 42 retracts, the swinging
plate 38 swings so that a width-direction edge portion thereof
lowers and the magnets 39 attach to the tip portion (steel cord)
of the strip-shaped rubber member 15. Subsequently, when
the cylinder 41 operates and the piston rod 42 projects, only
the tip portion of the strip-shaped rubber member 15 to which
the magnets 39 are attached is slightly raised. Together, the
above-described guide rails 25, slide plate 26, screw shaft 27,
screw block 28, and servomotor 29 form a first movement
mechanism 43 that moves the swinging plate 38 and magnets
39 in the longitudinal direction (X-axis direction) of the belt
conveyor 12, and together the guide rods 32, movable body
33, screw shaft 34, and servomotor 35 form a second move-
ment mechanism 44 that moves the swinging plate 38 and
magnets 39 in the width direction (Y-axis direction) of the belt
conveyor 12.

Reference number 47 is a control unit, such as a personal
computer. The inclination angle A of the strip-shaped rubber
member 15 with respect to the longitudinal direction of the
belt conveyor 12 and the length-direction transfer amount of
the strip-shaped rubber member 15 are stored in the control
unit 47. Based on the inclination angle A and the transfer
amount, the control unit 47 calculates a transfer amount com-
ponent Xt in the same direction as the longitudinal direction
(X-axis direction) of the belt conveyor 12 and a transfer
amount component Yt in the width direction (Y-axis direc-
tion) of the belt conveyor 12. The control unit 47 also outputs
the results of calculation to the servomotors 29 and 35 in the
first and second movement mechanisms 43 and 44 so as to
drive the first and second movement mechanisms 43 and 44.
As aresult, the slide plate 26 moves a distance equaling the
transfer amount component Xt along the X-axis, whereas the
movable body 33 moves a distance equaling the transfer
amount component Yt along the Y-axis, so that while being
held by the magnets 39 in a transfer unit 48, the tip portion of
the strip-shaped rubber member 15 moves to near the other
width-direction edge of the belt conveyor 12. The strip-
shaped rubber member 15 is thus transferred in the longitu-
dinal direction by composition amount of the above-de-
scribed transfer amount components Xt and Yt, i.e. the
transfer amount, so that the strip-shaped rubber member 15 is
transferred a predetermined length and placed on the belt
conveyor 12.

When a change occurs in the width of the strip-shaped
rubber member 15, the inclination angle A, the transfer
amount, or the like, the control unit 47 performs the calcula-
tion again and controls the first and second movement mecha-
nisms 43 and 44 based on the results of calculation. Together,
the above-described frame 24, swinging plate 38, magnets 39,
and first and second movement mechanisms 43 and 44 form
the transfer unit 48 that transfers the strip-shaped rubber
member 15 onto the belt conveyor 12 by moving the strip-
shaped rubber member 15, which is at an inclination with
respect to the belt conveyor 12, in the longitudinal direction of
the strip-shaped rubber member 15 while holding the tip
portion thereof. Note that in the present invention, the transfer
unit may be formed from a swinging frame and a holding
body. In this case, the swinging frame is able to swing inte-
grally with the feed conveyor 14 by being attached to a frame
of the feed conveyor 14 and extends along the feed conveyor
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14 from the feed conveyor 14 at least to the other width-
direction edge of the belt conveyor 12. The holding body is
movably supported by the swinging frame and able to transfer
the strip-shaped rubber member while holding the tip portion
thereof.

As illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5, the belt conveyor 12 is
formed by a frame 49 extending in the front-back direction, a
plurality of pulleys 50 rotatably supported by the frame 49
and placed at the front and back ends of the belt conveyor 12
separated equidistantly in the width direction of the belt con-
veyor 12, and a plurality of thin width belts 51 each spreading
between corresponding pulleys 50 and extending in parallel
to each other in the longitudinal direction (front-back direc-
tion) of the belt conveyor 12. Synchronously with one of the
pulleys 50 being driven to rotate by the drive source, the belts
51 each run in the longitudinal direction (front-back direc-
tion) and transport the cut-off sheet piece 21 in the longitu-
dinal direction of the belt conveyor 12.

Reference number 54 indicates a lifting frame placed
immediately below the movement area of the swinging plate
38 and the magnets 39. Guide rods 55 attached to the frame 49
and extending vertically are slidably inserted into the lifting
frame 54. As a result, the lifting frame 54 can rise or lower
while being guided by the guide rods 55. Reference number
56 indicates bearings fixed to the frame 49 and placed at a
distance in the front-back direction. Rotating shafts 57
extending in the width direction (horizontal direction) of the
belt conveyor 12 are respectively supported rotatably by the
bearings 56. A plurality of disc-shaped eccentric cams 58, the
outer periphery of which touches the bottom face of the lifting
frame 54, are fixed to the rotating shafts 57. The eccentric
cams 58 are eccentric with respect to the central axis of the
rotating shafts 57 by a predetermined amount.

Reference number 61 indicates a plurality of horizontal
support members extending in parallel to the belts 51 of the
belt conveyor 12. These support members 61 are respectively
placed near the belts 51 at one width-direction side of each
belt 51, at least at one width-direction side of the belt con-
veyor 12, here at one width-direction edge portion and at the
width-direction central portion of the belt conveyor 12,
excluding the other width-direction edge portion. Reference
number 62 indicates a plurality of connecting bodies extend-
ing vertically. The upper edges of these connecting bodies 62
are connected to the front and back edge portions of the
support members 61, whereas the lower edges are connected
to the lifting frame 54. As a result, when the lifting frame 54
rises or lowers, the support members 61 and the connecting
bodies 62 rise or lower integrally with the lifting frame 54.
When the lifting frame 54, the support members 61, and the
connecting bodies 62 rise, the upper side portion of the sup-
port members 61 projects upwards from the conveying sur-
face of the belts 51 positioned at the other width-direction
side of the support members 61, whereas when the lifting
frame 54, the support members 61, and the connecting bodies
62 lower, the entire support members 61 submerge below the
conveying surface of the belts 51 positioned at the other
width-direction side of the support members 61.

The support members 61 placed at one width-direction side
of'the belts 51 are thus projectable from the conveying surface
of'the belts 51. Reference number 64 indicates sprockets fixed
to the rotating shafts 57. A chain 65 is spread between the
sprockets 64 as a carrier that extends in the front-back direc-
tion. Reference number 66 indicates a double rod cylinder
attached to the frame 49. The edges of the chain 65 are
respectively connected to the tips of piston rods 67 in the
cylinder 66. As a result, when the cylinder 66 operates, a
driving force for running is applied to the chain 65 from the
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piston rods 67, and the chain 65 runs. By the chain 65 thus
running, the rotating shafts 57 and the eccentric cams 58
integrally rotate in synchronization, so that the support mem-
bers 61 translate vertically (rise or lower) due to synchronous
rotation of the eccentric cams 58.

As a whole, the chain 65 that synchronously rotates the
above-described eccentric cams 58 and the cylinder 66 that
applies a driving force for running to the chain 65 form a
movement mechanism 70. Furthermore, as a whole, the plu-
rality of eccentric cams 58 that, by rotating synchronously,
cause the support members 61 to translate vertically, along
with the movement mechanism 70 that synchronously rotates
the eccentric cams 58, form a lifting/lowering unit 71 that lifts
and lowers the support members 61. As described above, by
forming the movement mechanism 70 from the chain 65 and
the cylinder 66 and forming the lifting/lowering unit 71 from
the eccentric cams 58 and the movement mechanism 70, the
lifting/lowering unit 71 that lifts and lowers the support mem-
bers 61 can be manufactured inexpensively and with a simple
structure. Note that in the present invention, the movement
mechanism may be formed from a timing belt serving as a
carrier and from a drive motor that applies a driving force for
running to the timing belt. Furthermore, in the present inven-
tion, the lifting/lowering unit may be formed from a screw
mechanism, a rack/pinion mechanism, or a fluid cylinder.

As described above, the support members 61 that are pro-
jectable from the conveying surface of the belts 51 are placed
at one width-direction side of the belts 51, and the lifting/
lowering unit 71 that lifts and lowers the support members 61
is also provided. The support members 61 are lifted by the
lifting/lowering unit 71 to project from the conveying surface
of the belts 51, so that at the time of transfer of the strip-
shaped rubber member 15 onto the belt conveyor 12, the
strip-shaped rubber member 15 is raised from the conveying
surface of the belts 51 by the support members 61, thereby
separating the strip-shaped rubber member 15 from the con-
veying surface from above. Therefore, the strip-shaped rub-
ber member 15 is not in sliding contact with the conveying
surface of the belts 51 at the time of transfer. As a result, a
situation whereby the belts 51 are dragged by the strip-shaped
rubber member 15 so that one width-direction edge portion
thereof is turned up can be averted, thus easily and reliably
preventing defective cutting and defective transport of the
strip-shaped rubber member 15.

Here, when the belt conveyor 12 includes the plurality of
belts 51 in order to suppress twisting of the belt, as described
above, the belts 51 positioned within the width of the belt
conveyor 12 at one width-direction side thereof easily turn up.
Therefore, as described above, the support members 61 are
placed at one width-direction side of each of the belts 51
positioned at least at one width-direction side of the belt
conveyor 12, so as to reliably prevent the belts 51 that easily
turn up from doing so. Note that in the present invention, one
wide belt may be used as the belt conveyor 12, in which case
one support member would be placed at one width-direction
side of the wide belt.

Next, operations of Embodiment 1 are described.

Itis assumed that the feed conveyor 14 and the strip-shaped
rubber member 15 are inclined at an inclination angle A with
respect to the belt conveyor 12, and that a tip of the strip-
shaped rubber member 15 is positioned above the anvil 19.
Next, by a control signal from the control unit 47, the first and
second movement mechanisms 43 and 44 are operated, caus-
ing the magnets 39 to move to a position immediately above
the tip portion of the strip-shaped rubber member 15. Subse-
quently, the cylinder 41 is operated and retracts the piston rod
42, lowering the magnets 39 until they firmly attach to the tip
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portion of the strip-shaped rubber member 15. As aresult, the
magnets 39 in the transfer unit 48 hold the tip portion of the
strip-shaped rubber member 15 by attachment. Next, the pis-
ton rod 42 in the cylinder 41 is caused to project so as to raise
the magnets 39 by a predetermined amount, so that the tip
portion of the strip-shaped rubber member 15 is raised above
the conveying surface of the belts 51 by the magnets 39.

At this point, the cylinder 66 is operated and runs the chain
65, causing the rotating shafts 57 and the eccentric cams 58 to
rotate integrally. As a result, the support members 61 that
were submerged below the conveying surface of the belts 51
rise due to rotation of the eccentric cams 58, so that the upper
side portion of the support members 61 projects above the
conveying surface of the belts 51. Next, based on the inclina-
tion angle A and the transfer amount, the control unit 47
calculates a transfer amount component Xt in the same direc-
tion as the longitudinal direction (X-axis direction) of the belt
conveyor 12 and a transfer amount component Yt in the width
direction (Y-axis direction) of the belt conveyor 12. The con-
trol unit 47 also outputs the results of calculation to the
servomotors 29 and 35 in the first and second movement
mechanisms 43 and 44 so as to drive the servomotors 29 and
3s5.

As a result, the magnets 39 in the transfer unit 48 move the
strip-shaped rubber member 15, while holding the tip portion
thereof, a distance equaling the transfer amount component
Xt along the X-axis and a distance equaling the transfer
amount component Yt along the Y-axis, so that the strip-
shaped rubber member 15 is transferred in the longitudinal
direction by the sum amount of the above-described transfer
amount components Xtand Yt,i.e. the transfer amount. In this
way, the strip-shaped rubber member 15 is transferred onto
the belt conveyor 12. This transfer stops when the tip of the
strip-shaped rubber member 15 reaches an extension of the
right edge 21d of the sheet piece 21 that has already been cut
off. At this point, the tip portion of the strip-shaped rubber
member 15 is raised while being attached to the magnets 39,
as described above, and therefore is not in sliding contact with
the belts 51. Due to its own weight, however, the portion of the
strip-shaped rubber member 15 after the tip portion may slide
against the conveying surface of the belts 51 with a certain
pressure, and as a result, the belts 51 may be dragged by the
strip-shaped rubber member 15 at the time of transfer of the
strip-shaped rubber member 15, causing a width-direction
edge portion of the belts 51 to turn up.

In the present embodiment, however, the support members
61 are caused to rise by rotation of the eccentric cams 58 in the
lifting/lowering unit 71, as described above, so that the upper
side portion of the support members 61 projects above the
conveying surface of the belts 51. Therefore, the portion of
the strip-shaped rubber member 15 after the tip portion is
raised above the conveying surface of the belts 51 by the
support members 61 at the time of transfer by the transfer unit
48 and is not in sliding contact with the conveying surface of
the belts 51. As a result, a situation whereby the belts 51 are
dragged by the strip-shaped rubber member 15 so that one
width-direction edge portion thereof is turned up can be
averted, thus easily and reliably preventing defective cutting
and defective transport of the strip-shaped rubber member 15.
Note that at this point, since the tip portion of the strip-shaped
rubber member 15 is raised by being attached to the magnets
39, as described above, it poses no problem if no support
member is provided at a position overlapping with the tip
portion of the strip-shaped rubber member 15, i.e. at one
width-direction side of the belts 51 at the other width-direc-
tion edge portion of the belt conveyor 12.
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Next, by moving the cutter 20 of the cutting unit 18 along
the anvil 19, the strip-shaped rubber member 15 on the belt
conveyor 12 is cut by the cutter 20 in the longitudinal direc-
tion of the belt conveyor 12 at one width-direction side of the
belt conveyor 12, so that a sheet piece 21 in the shape of a
parallelogram is cut from the strip-shaped rubber member 15.
At this point, the tip portion of the strip-shaped rubber mem-
ber 15 is separated from the magnets 39 by a non-illustrated
separation mechanism and falls onto the belt conveyor 12.
Subsequently, the belt conveyor 12 is operated, the cut-off
sheet piece 21 is transported by the belt conveyor 12 in the
longitudinal direction ofthe belt conveyor 12, forwards in this
example, and the back edge 215 of the sheet piece 21 located
towards the front and the front edge 214 of the sheet piece 21
located towards the back are joined together by a non-illus-
trated joining unit or by hand so as to form an elongated,
strip-shaped ply. Subsequently, such a strip-shaped ply is
used in a belt layer or a carcass layer of a pneumatic tire.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention can be applied in an industrial field in
which a strip-shaped rubber member is transferred onto a belt
conveyor at an inclination with respect to the belt conveyor
and then cut along the belt conveyor so as to cut off sheet
pieces one after another.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

: Transfer cutting device
: Belt conveyor
: Strip-shaped rubber member
: Coating rubber
: Reinforcing cords
: Cutting unit
: Sheet piece
: Transfer unit
: Belt
: Eccentric cam
: Support member
: Carrier
: Cylinder
: Movement mechanism
: Lifting/lowering unit
A: Inclination angle
The invention claimed is:
1. A method for transfer cutting a strip-shaped rubber
member, comprising the steps of:
transferring the strip-shaped rubber member onto a belt
conveyor by a transfer unit moving the strip-shaped
rubber member in a longitudinal direction of the strip-
shaped rubber member while holding a tip portion
thereof, the strip-shaped rubber member being at an
inclination with respect to the belt conveyor, the belt
conveyor including a belt running in a longitudinal
direction of the belt conveyor;
cutting off a sheet piece from the strip-shaped rubber mem-
ber by a cutting unit cutting the strip-shaped rubber
member on the belt conveyor in the longitudinal direc-
tion of the belt conveyor at one width-direction side of
the belt conveyor, yielding a cut-off sheet piece; and
transporting, by the belt conveyor, the cut-off sheet piece in
the longitudinal direction of the belt conveyor, wherein
at a time of transfer of the strip-shaped rubber member by
the transfer unit, a support member is lifted by a lifting/
lowering unit to project from a conveying surface of the
belt, the support member being provided at one width-
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direction side of the belt and being projectable from the
conveying surface of the belt, so that the strip-shaped
rubber member is raised from the conveying surface of
the belt.

2. A device for transfer cutting a strip-shaped rubber mem-

ber, comprising:

a belt conveyor including a belt running in a longitudinal
direction of the belt conveyor;

a transfer unit configured to transfer the strip-shaped rub-
ber member onto the belt conveyor by moving the strip-
shaped rubber member in a longitudinal direction of the
strip-shaped rubber member while holding a tip portion
thereof, the strip-shaped rubber member being at an
inclination with respect to the belt conveyor; and

a cutting unit configured to cut off a sheet piece from the
strip-shaped rubber member by cutting the strip-shaped
rubber member on the belt conveyor in the longitudinal
direction ofthe belt conveyor at one width-direction side
of the belt conveyor, yielding a cut-off sheet piece,
wherein

the belt conveyor transports the cut-off sheet piece in the
longitudinal direction of the belt conveyor,

a support member, at one width-direction side of the belt,
projectable from a conveying surface of the belt, is pro-
vided along with a lifting/lowering unit configured to lift
and lower the support member, and

at a time of transfer of the strip-shaped rubber member by
the transfer unit, the support member is lifted by the
lifting/lowering unit to project from the conveying sur-
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face of the belt, so that the strip-shaped rubber member
is raised from the conveying surface of the belt.

3. The device for transfer cutting a strip-shaped rubber
member according to claim 2, wherein the lifting/lowering
unit comprises a plurality of eccentric cams that, by rotating
synchronously, cause the support member to translate verti-
cally, and a movement mechanism that causes the eccentric
cams to rotate synchronously.

4. The device for transfer cutting a strip-shaped rubber
member according to claim 3, wherein the movement mecha-
nism comprises a carrier that, by running, causes the eccentric
cams to rotate synchronously, and a cylinder that applies a
driving force for running to the carrier.

5. The device for transfer cutting a strip-shaped rubber
member according to claim 2, wherein the belt conveyor
includes a plurality of belts running synchronously in paral-
lel, and the support member is provided at one width-direc-
tion side of each of the belts positioned at least at one width-
direction side portion of the belt conveyor.

6. The device for transfer cutting a strip-shaped rubber
member according to claim 2, wherein the strip-shaped rub-
ber member comprises a plurality of reinforcing cords
extending in the longitudinal direction of the strip-shaped
rubber member and a coating rubber covering the reinforcing
cords, and an inclination angle of the strip-shaped rubber
member with respect to the belt conveyor is changeable
within a range of 15° to 90°.
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